CHAPTER XV

HOW THE NEWS CAME TO BELGRADE

THE news was delayed. The evening newspaper in
Belgrade on the 9th October published an account of
the King's disembarkation at Marseilles, the tremendous
reception. It told how he had placed a wreath upon
the memorial of the Poiks d'Qrient, a reconstruction of
an event which never took place. According to this
paper, the only evening sheet in the Jugoslav capital,
all had passed off happily in Marseilles and the King had
left the city by train and joined the Queen at Dijon.

The people of Belgrade went about their ordinary
occupations. There was the usual evening promenade
on the Knez Mihailoa, a feature of the city, flocks of
young folk, chattering, laughing, flirting. The shops
were open, cafe and restaurant life in full swing. There
was one peculiar circumstance, Those who were sitting
at home listening to their radios were surprised when
the broadcasting programme stopped in the middle of
a song. They thought the wireless was out of order.
They switched on to Zagreb and then to Ljubljana. Both
were dead. But no announcement of the catastrophe
was made on the radio. Foreign stations were bleating
the news all over Europe but Jugoslavs do not care
much for foreign programmes and the majority do not
understand foreign languages. It was late in the night
before the baleful rumour spread.

People set off for the theatre and found that it was
closed, but there was no notice, no official explanation.
Among those on their way to the theatre about a quartet
to eight was General Zhivkovitch. Someone overtook
him with an urgent message. Would he repair at once
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